Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowfedge as the members of.
Bothenhampton & Walditch Pansh Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the besl of our knowledge and belief, with

respect o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that

prepared 5 ccounting siatemnents in accordance
with the Accounts and Audil Reguistions

1. We have pul in place arangements for efiective finanaal ]
dunng the year, and for the pregaration of v
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ard comuption and revewed s efectveness 23 charge

3. We took all rezsonabie steps 1D a35uTe cursehves has oniy done wha! & has the legal power 10 00 and has
that there are no maters of actual or potental comped with Proper Practces in dong 50
non-compiiance wih laws, reguiations and Proper v

Practices Mat could have a sgnificant fnancal efiect
on the ebilty of this suthornty 1D condudt it

pusness of manage 3 finances.

4. We provided proper opporiunity duang the year for i % mm,‘wgawwpermsmnmmwpmwyn
the exertse of eleciors’ nghts in accordance wiih e v nspedmlﬂmemmsabowmmmyima
requirements of the Accounts and Audd Reguiations :

S. We carred oul an assessment of the asks facing this consigered and documented the financial and other Nsks &
auhonty and took appropriate sieps [0 manage hose o faces and deall with tham propery.

risis, incdluding the introduction of intemal consrols andior
extemnal insurance cover where required

6. We mairtaned thoughout the year an adequate and [ amanged for @ competent person, independeal of (he fnancial
effective system of nternal auci of the accourting v controfs gnd procedures. 1o grve an objective vew on whether
recorgs and control systems. nternal controls meet the needs of this smaler authonly

7. We ook approgriate action on all matters raised F mwdedmmmw_gmmusambymw
in reports from internal and extemnal audt. v extemns’ audt.

8. We considered whether any kSgaton. kabiies or drscinsed everythng if should have about 45 Dusiness acivily
commaments, events Of TaNSACclioNs, OCCUMNg ether duning e yesr inchuding events taking place after the year
ouwning or afier the year-end, have a financial mpacion | o | end £ reievanl
Tis authority and, where appropnate, have mncluded fem

n Me acoounting statements

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
chartable In our Capacidy &s the scie managing
trustes we discharped our accountabity
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financal reporting and. if required, independent v
EXamnahon of audl |
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corporate. ff 3 8 soie mansging rustee of 3 local
prust or tusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance StatementL

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
03/04/2023 (,J
and recorded as minute reference: Chakman :
6 Clerk

www.bothenhamptonwalditchparishcouncil.com



1. Balances brough!
forward

2 (+) Precept or Rales and
Lewveos

3. (+) Total other receipts

5. (-) Loan interest/capital

c Lie ? 0 0 rﬂaﬂ'e during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).
N — — T Total expend i
& () A Othar ey mnin I 2! iture or payments as recorded in the cash-
28,554 28, 121| book less stalf casts (line 4) and loan interest/capital
i repayments (kne 5),
s e e
TRy = h ; Totel balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
«______-_"'__'——_7
The sum of all current and d.
ST = 7 5 d deposit bank accounts. cash
 of cash 1.724 58,29 1| holdirgs and short term investments heid as at 31 March —
short term investments 5 o3 To agree with bank reconciliation.
B — —— [ ha value of all the
i  property the authority owns — it is made
9. Total fix us - 5= o
e o 37,481 229 733| up of all Is fixed assets and long term investments as at
nr;g ermtsmves e % ¥ 31 March.
and assel .
— - The outstanding capital balance as at 31 M
. ; ] L . rch of all lpans
[ 10. Total borrowings ] Ol -L’-E from third parties (including PWLE). Marc

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure nole re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure nofe re Trust funds
(including charitable)

ts
Section 2 — Accounting Stﬂ“m'.n 2022/23 for

Total balances and reserves at the ”g'mmmg .sro'r l:;::ar;
52 .081| as recorded in the financial records. value

Box 7 of previous year.

~otal amount of precept (or for DBS rates and favios)

49 500/ received or receivabie in the year. Exclude arny granfs
—— received.

Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

Q| the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behall
of all employees. Inciude gross salaries and wagos,
emplayers NI contributions, employers pension

by contribufions, graluties and severance paymenis.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest

The Council. as a body corporate. acts as sole trustee and
je responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

The figures in the accounting staterments above do not
include any Trust lransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Aocpﬂﬁling | confirm that m:;i;%ﬁ:ﬁ:?hit?:t:cms were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by th :
Retum have been prepared on either a recelpts and paymenls ]6 4 S . 2023

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
ties — a

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Auther!

Pradiitioners’ Guide o Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer beforé being
presented to the authority foy approval :
3

Date {5, 2 O 2,3*‘{.

as recorded in minute reference:
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements were appr (12)’




Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23

In respect of Bothenhampton and Walditch Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices

and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been
met.

The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2022/23 for the exercise of public rights, by
answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and
therefore should have answered ‘No’ to this assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in

reports from internal and external audit, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not
correct.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The comparative figures disclosed in Section 2 of the AGAR do not agree to the audited AGAR for the year ended 31 March 2022.
The comparative figures (31 March 2022 figures) for boxes 1, 4, 6, 7 and 8 were restated.

Prior year figures were restated in the current year AGAR but restated was not written on the Accounting Statements.

The smaller authority has reassessed its fixed assets at the year end and identified some additional assets that should have been
included in the previous year box 9 .

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for
the year ended 31 March 2023.

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP Southampton

DocuSigned by:
27 t 202
External Auditor Signature [BDO LLP Date Sfrilolela AL
FB88E8F3322FA4B1...
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